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Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in thanking the Cobb County
sheriff’s office for its commitment to
getting dangerous, criminal, illegal im-
migrants out of our community.

——————

THE IRAQ WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLEIN of Florida). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WATERS) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, last week
President Bush defended his war in
Iraq saying it would be a disaster if we
left. Well, if the President doesn’t
know it by now, we already have a dis-
aster on our hands.

Allow me to read a few headlines
from the past week to give everyone a
sense of how well the war is pro-
gressing:

The Washington Post, June 18, 2007,
General Petraeus: ‘‘Iraq ’Challenges’ to
Last for Years.”

New York Times, June 16, 2007, “‘In
Iraq Secretary Gates Says Progress To-
ward Peace is Lagging.”

New York Times, June 13, 2007, ‘“Vio-
lence Rising in Much of Iraq, Pentagon
Says.”

MSNBC.com, March 17, 2006, ‘‘Cost of
Iraqg War could surpass $1 trillion. Of
course, the estimates vary but all
agree price is far higher than initially
expected.”

A Pentagon report released last week
gave a grim outlook of the situation in
Iraq. While the number of U.S. troops
on the ground reached a record high as
a result of the President’s so-called
troop surge, violence in Iraq has con-
tinued to increase. In fact, since the
surge was announced, 500 American
troops have been killed. According to
the report, much of the violence that
plagues Iraq is attributable to ‘‘sec-
tarian friction and each faction is driv-
en by its own political and economic
power relationships.”

Further, ‘‘Illegally armed groups are
engaged in a cycle of sectarian and po-
litically motivated violence, using tac-
tics that include indiscriminate bomb-
ing, murder, executions and indirect
fire to intimidate and provoke sec-
tarian conflict.”

Simply put, Iraq is a full-fledged civil
war.

The number of suicide attacks in Iraq
has increased from 26 in January to 58
in March and April. Remember IEDs,
that is, improvised explosive devices?
Now insurgents are increasingly using
a more advanced type of IED called
EFPs, or explosively formed projec-
tiles, to Kkill our soldiers. These new
bombs are being used in rapidly in-
creasing numbers and are extremely ef-
fective at piercing the armor of our
Humvees, tanks, and troop transports,
causing mass casualties. As of today,
there have been 3,526 U.S. deaths; there
have been 26,000 Americans wounded,
some very serious; 60,000 to 100,000 Iraqi
civilians have died; and there are over
1,000 attacks per week, on average, and
steadily growing.
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We have spent over $435 billion of
taxpayer money. The total cost to our
economy could be upwards of $1 trillion
to $2 trillion.

It is time to face the facts. Bombs
and bullets have not and will not bring
us peace in Iraq.

In January, I, along with my col-
leagues BARBARA LEE and LYNN WOOL-
SEY, introduced H.R. 508, the ‘‘Bring
the Troops Home and Iraq Sovereignty
Restoration Act of 2007.”” This bill re-
peals the authorization of force in Iraq,
requires a complete withdrawal of
troops within 6 months, and puts Iraq
on a path to sovereignty and peace.
This bill seeks to end the cycle of vio-
lence that has plagued Iraq since we
began this occupation.

There is bipartisan opposition to the
war in Iraq, and a majority of Ameri-
cans not only think President Bush is
doing a poor job handling the situation
in Iraq, but a majority also support
setting a timetable for withdrawal. Our
constituents sent us a strong message
in November and continue to demand
an end to this war.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that we in Con-
gress have the courage to bring this
war in Iraq to an end.

———

DR. AL SIMONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KUHL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to speak about Dr. Al
Simone, an outstanding individual in
the community of Rochester, New
York. Dr. Simone retires this month
from the presidency of the Rochester
Institute of Technology. He was RIT’s
eighth president, the eighth in 177
years.

Dr. Simone came to Rochester from a
place where the weather is a little bit
more predictable. He was the president
of the University of Hawaii system and
chancellor of the University of Hawaii
at Manoa for 9 years.

Dr. Simone has led RIT to become
the one of the Nation’s leading career-
oriented universities with 15,500 stu-
dents from all 50 States and more than
100 foreign countries, 2,800 faculty and
staff, and an annual operating budget
of more than $490 million. RIT is now
the tenth largest private university in
the Nation in terms of full-time under-
graduate enrollment. The endowment
has climbed to more than $570 million
during his tenancy.

Dr. Simone is a prolific writer and
has written several books and numer-
ous journal publications on the appli-
cation of mathematics, statistics, and
computers to economics and business.
In fact, Dr. Simone is collecting data
and information for a book right now
on higher education, which he expects
to write within the next few years dur-
ing his retirement on the sunny shores
of Keuka Lake.

Dr. Simone is a real trailblazer. He
was the first American university
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president, for instance, to officially
visit North Korea, Vietnam, and
Vladivostock when these areas were
closed to the United States except for
cultural and educational exchange.

A native of Boston, Dr. Simone re-
ceived his B.A. in economics from
Tufts University and his Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. He has taught at
Tufts, MIT, Northeastern University,
Boston College, Boston TUniversity,
University of Cincinnati, and the Uni-
versity of Hawaii.

The community will certainly miss
Al’s leadership and I know I will miss
working with him.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me
in wishing him and his wife, Carolie, a
long, happy, healthy retirement with
their children and their grandchildren.

———————

THE RED INK KEEPS GETTING
DEEPER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the topic
of my remarks tonight will be ‘‘The
Red Ink Keeps Getting Deeper.”

If we look at the trade procedure the
Bush administration wants Congress to
pass called Fast Track, we should know
that it is shorthand for Congress blind-
ly signing away its constitutionally
granted duty to regulate commerce
with foreign nations. That is right in
the Constitution. Under Fast Track
procedure, Congress loses any oppor-
tunity to negotiate, amend, or improve
the Bush administration’s misguided
trade policy.

We have seen what happens when
Congress hands the reins over to the
executive branch. When we look at our
soaring trade deficit and our ravaged
middle-class communities, we see how
Congress could have improved each one
of the trade agreements we were forced
to consider as a whole under what was
called Fast Track. It is like a fast ball
through here that you can’t even
amend.

The Commerce Department just re-
leased an example of the Bush adminis-
tration’s horrendous leadership on this
issue. The first quarter account for 2007
is another $193 billion deficit in the
red, which totals 5.7 percent of GDP, a
total drag on economic growth in this
country. And, in fact, this quarter’s
debt is larger than the last quarter of
2006. The red ink keeps getting deeper
every single quarter.

Our national security is forced to
take a back seat to foreign investment
while workers lose their pensions and
their health benefits or their jobs, and
illegal immigrants scramble across our
borders attempting to flee the destruc-
tion caused by our failed trade policies
in those countries. This should not be
happening.

When Congress reclaims our power to
amend trade agreements, we can use
trade policy in a manner to level the
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playing field, to help people and not
just fan the flames of more corporate
greed in the global marketplace.

Congress cannot accept Fast Track
in any form. We must demand and cre-
ate a new model for trade that has not
just a logic but also an ethic. We must
bring people back into the trade equa-
tion, not just investors.

Our trade policy touches people
around the world, from middle-class
Americans in the heart of this country
to Mexican corn and bean farmers fac-
ing extinction come next January as
some of NAFTA’s provisions phase out
for them. Our trade policy touches fac-
tory workers in China toiling for star-
vation wages.

We, as most powerful Nation in the
world, must accept our responsibility
to protect people from corporate greed
and our own people from security risks.
We cannot trust President Bush to de-
fend our jobs. We have seen he has not
been able to do that. And we cannot
watch him dictate trade policies that
Congress is blocked from amending. We
have to take the responsibility given to
us in our Constitution.

Instead of approving more lopsided
trade agreements, Congress should fix
our current situation. Trade should
create jobs in America. It should not
exploit Third World workers. It should
elevate, not reduce, America’s image
abroad. Congress should fund the North
American Development Bank to sup-
port job creation in communities where
jobs have been offshored and
outsourced. And we should require our
trade competitors to adhere to environ-
mental standards. We should abolish
child labor worldwide. We should stop
labor trafficking. And we should fix our
broken immigration system that is so
tied to failed trade policies. A new
trade model must be created that
meets America’s most principled val-
ues, democratic rights and justice for
all.

Under Fast Track authority, how-
ever, Congress cannot even control our
own floor schedule. President Bush will
decide what policy we consider and
when we vote on it. We simply can’t ac-
cept that. Congress must reclaim its
own power. Democrats must lead the
way to a more sensible and ethical
trade policy that brings prosperity to
people here at home as well as around
the world, restores our reputation
abroad, and advances democratic prin-
ciples, that’s with a small ‘“‘d,” respect
for people.

The world has suffered at the hands
of Bush administration trade policies
for too long. I urge my colleagues to
join me in opposing any more blank
checks for this President or any Presi-
dent who tries to move a trade agree-
ment through here on renewing Fast
Track. Congress ought to reject Fast
Track and we should stop making the
red ink deeper.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. GINNY
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BROWN-WAITE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida addressed the House. Her remarks
will appear hereafter in the Extensions
of Remarks.)

————
0 2015

GENERAL PETER PACE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KLINE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-

ity leader.
Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. This
evening, we have heard some talk

about the war that we’re engaged in,
the fighting in Iraq, the fighting in Af-
ghanistan, this long war against
Islamist extremists that we’re engaged
in. And tonight I am very pleased I am
joined by a number of my colleagues
here this evening to talk a little bit
about that military action, to talk
about that war and to talk about the
military leaders that we are so blessed
to have in this country.

I think sometimes we sort of forget
that there are people who have devoted
their entire lives to serving this coun-
try and to providing exemplary leader-
ship to our young men and women as
they fight for us in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and around the world. We have
some new officers in the lineup, and we
will talk very briefly about those to-
night, I suppose. We have a new com-
mander of Central Command, Admiral
William Fallon. We have, of course,
General David Petraeus, named by the
President to be the senior U.S. com-
mander of the multinational forces in
Iraq and confirmed unanimously, I
might add, by the Members of the Sen-
ate. Lieutenant General Raymond
Odierno, and other fine officers that
are leading our young men and women.

I know some of my colleagues would
like to talk about one of the officers
who is going to be leaving that chain of
command, the very fine Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the first Ma-
rine Corps officer ever to hold that po-
sition, my good friend and a great
American, General Peter Pace.

I would like to afford a few minutes
to my friend and colleague from South
Carolina who I know has some words
he wants to say about my friend, Pete,
and give us a little idea of what his bi-
ography is.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Con-
gressman KLINE, thank you for your
leadership tonight. And particularly I
want to thank you for your family
service, your service in the Marine
Corps, your son’s service, who is in the
central front himself, having served in
Iraq. We are very grateful for your
family’s service.

I am here tonight really indeed to
point out the extraordinary service, 40
years of service, of General Peter Pace.
I think it’s extraordinary, and I hope
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the American people indeed look at
this record of service.

The perspective that I am here is
that I served 31 years myself in the
Army National Guard, the Army Re-
serves. Really, the reason I served so
long is because I have such great appre-
ciation for the confidence and capabili-
ties and the patriotism of the military
of our country.

Additionally, I have the perspective
of being a parent. I have four sons who
are currently serving in the military of
the United States. In particular, I am
very grateful my oldest son served for
1 year in Iraq. I know firsthand of the
bravery of our troops, the success of
our troops in protecting America by
keeping the terrorists and stopping
them overseas. I am also grateful, I
have a son who is a doctor in the Navy.
We are very proud of his service, and
his wife, and what they mean to our
country.

Additionally, I've got a third son who
is a signal officer who has served in
Egypt with the Army National Guard,
and a fourth son who has just joined
the Army ROTC. He will be partici-
pating in the simultaneous drill pro-
gram of the National Guard.

I give all my credit to my wife, Rox-
anne, for training these four guys. But
I will point out that a reason that we
have such faith in their service is be-
cause I have such faith in people like
General Pace. I have entrusted my four
sons to the leadership of the American
military, which by every poll, every
time it is done, I am afraid lawyers
don’t come out too well, politicians
don’t come out too well by standards,
even the media suffers when it comes
time to judge the level of perception of
a profession, even ahead of the clergy
is the military of the United States,
and I believe they deserve it.

The final perspective I have as a
Member of Congress. I have been here 5
years. I serve on the Armed Services
Committee. The communities I rep-
resent, Fort Jackson, Paris Island, the
Marine Air Station in Beaufort, the
Beaufort Naval Hospital, but the great-
est highlight that I've had is to visit
with our troops overseas.

I have been to Iraq seven times. I
have been to Afghanistan three times.
I've visited probably 30 different coun-
tries. When we visit, we visit with the
generals; we visit with the diplomats;
we visit with the top American and for-
eign officials. But one of the real high-
lights is that we have the opportunity
to go into a dining facility. And of
course, they make it pretty simple for
Members of Congress; they have a little
flag identifying our home State. And
we will go and we will find junior offi-
cers and enlisted personnel. And that’s
where you find out the extraordinary
quality of the young people serving our
country. Indeed, I believe it is the new
Greatest Generation, people who don’t
whine, who understand that our Nation
has been attacked. On 9/11, it was at-
tacked. Beginning back in 1979, with
the seizure of our embassy in Tehran,
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